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I. moistness and mutability of their 
air, foulness of diet, and disposition 


A NosTRUM is commonly a specific 
for one disease or a panacea for 
all, and its virtues are always at- 
tested by the most solemn facts. 
It promises to preserve health 
without breach, or to extend life 
without limit. The chief excep- 
tion to these merits is, that disease 
and death are still brought into the 
world, and that nostrum-takers 
have hitherto forborne to attain to 
the longevity of Methusalem. 
These magnificent pretensions have 
been assigned to agents of every 
quality in nature, from the insipi- 
dity of cold water to the hot pun- 
gent intensity of mustard seed. 

In the reign of Charles the First, 
the universal virtues of the magne- 
tical caps were set forth in a ‘‘Com- 
gy Declaration,” by John 

vans, Rector of Lyttleton-upon- 
Severn, who made them himself of 
antimony, and sold them in Mar- 
tin’s-lane. Like the Rev. Caleb 
Carrington, present vicar of Berke- 
ley, and inventor of the ‘ Life 
Pills,” he combined the vender of 
a nostrum for the preservation of 
the body, with the holy offices of 
the priest for the salvation of the 
soul. The preamble to a quack 
advertisement, of the same centu- 
ry, prefers this curious compliment 
to the English :—*‘+ Whereas the 
people of England, through the 
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to rheumatisms, &c.”’ Guester’s 
‘¢ Practical Piety” might have 
been expected in an age when Praise 
God Barebones and the saints of 
1641,—like the spiritual Quixote 
of the Select Cushion, and the 
Evangelicals of our own times,— 
deafened the air with clamors for 
Hudibrastic devotion. 


The warming stones of the same 
epoch, more modest in their pre- 
tensions, claimed the curing of all 
— colds, deafness and tooth- | 
ach. 
The reign of Charles the Second 
abounded with quackery. The 
witty libertine, Rochester, who 
had studied physic in his youth, 
spoke a very humorous address to 
the mob in the character of a 
stage quack, which is still pre- 
served in his works.—In 1734, 
Ward’s pills acquired great repute. 
The able exposures of Dr. Turner 
exhibited, by facts and reasonings, 
‘¢ the murderous effects of violent 
vomiting and purging, in all cases 
and constitutions,” of which they 
were productive. The basis was 
tartar emetic ; a remedy of the 
highest value when given with dis- 
crimination. This nostrum was a 
revival of the pills of a Dr. Rus- 
sell, of Holborn, who first sold 
them at one shilling a piece, a 
much greater price than is given | 
now for any patent medicine, when 
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the value of money ‘s less. Ward 
maintained the reputation o° his 
nostrums by the common practice 
of all curemongers ang quacks,— 
puffing the one case in which they 

ad done good, out of the ten in 
which they had caused the most 
serious mischief. His brother first 
tried them on dogs in the Fleet, 
and of several dog-patients, one 
only recovered. Ward contended 
for the undeniable proof of twelve 
years success with them, professed 
experience being always the pretext 
with this class of persons, and as- 
cribed the decrease in the bills of 
‘mortality to the amount of 3171 
persons, after the great mortality 
of 1734, to his pills and drops. 
But the Grub-street Journal, a 
weekly paper, habituated to the 
exposure of the quackery, promul- 
gated his failures, and declared 
that Ward’s ‘* sugar plums’ had 
‘* worked so furiously,”’ that they 
had ‘‘ destroyed many infant child- 
ren,’’-—a common effect of emetic 
tartar on infant constitutions,——and 
done execution in every part of the 
great city of London, and made 
great havoc among adults, until 
they were analysed. 

The efficacy of nostrums gene- 
rally ceases with the exposure of 
their composition. The country 
is much indebted to Parts, for 
having, in his Pharmacologia, pub- 
lished analyses of the nostrums of 
the present day.—A young woman, 
who had taken Ward’s pills for 
three days, ‘‘ fell to screaming, 
and crying out of intolerable pain 
in her stomach and intestines, de- 
claring the pills had killed her, and 
died the day following.” Swift, 
then in the vale of years, but in 
full repute, as ‘* the wittiest man 
in Europe,” threw his triumphant 
ridicule into the contest, in a paro- 
dy of Ward’s advertisement of his 


worm paste, in which, of course, 
Ward had endeavored to prove 
worms to be an universal disease. - 
But another maintained that ‘* the 
abilities of the great quack were 
too well known to be blasted by a 
slanderous pen; that his killing 
with one drop proved him to be a 
greater artist ; and that quacks, in 
populous states, if great ones, 
should always chartered.” 
Ward excited, indeed, much hu- 
mor and squibbling, often of a po- 
litical mixture, masked under his 
name, and Pope d d not disdain to 
exert his powers against this popu- 
lar fraud and imposture. 

The Abbé Bayeux, about 1730, 
gave celebrity to hot water in all 
diseases, and cured ‘ dropsies, 
asthmas, colics, and other bad 
complaints,” after all the physi- 
cians had condemned them,” ac- 
cording to the report of an English- 
man, who, after ‘‘ spending an 
income upon bark and advice, re- 
covered after going to France to 
have his throat tickled with a fea- 
ther, and drink hot water.” Of 
course, he imputed nothing to tra- 
vel, change of air and scene, and 
the encouragement of hope, which 
dispose the constitution to recove- 
ry ; and, in fact, constitute almost 
the sole efficacy of watering places. 

Previously, in 1723, Johu Smith, 
C. M., and Ralph Thoresby, F.R. 
S., aad John Hancock, Rector of 
St. Margaret’s Lothbury, London, 
Prebendary of Canterbury, and 
Chaplain to his Grace the Duke 
of Bedford, had published two es- 
says on ‘¢ The Curiosities of Com- 
mon-water,” and Common-water 
the best Cure for Fevers.”” These 
tracts, and several others on the 
subject, ran through four and even 
six editions. Smith declared that 
forty-four years’ experience,”’— 
for facts and experience are never 
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wanting in these concerns,—‘‘ had 
confirmed the stupendous effects 
thereof ;”’ and that it might truly 
be styled ‘‘an universal remedy, 
since the diseases it either prevents 
or cures may have this remedy 
applied to all persons, and in all 
places where men do inhabit.” 
But Hancock, the other doctor 
divine, candidly confessed ‘‘ that it 
was a little out of his way to write 
on physic, but that he was not the 
first man who had writ a book of a 
subject he knew little of (p. 100).”’ 
In consequence of these clerical 
essays on physic, ‘‘ the whole na- 
tion run a madding after cold wa- 
ter in every temper,” till at last, 
up starts a merry fellow, by the 
name of Gabriel John, who exposed 
the water-doctors in such a ludi- 
crous but witty manner, that from 
that time the custom dwindled and 
grew out of use. 


Quicksilver, which had_ been 
prescribed by Sir John Nicholas 
Butler, a very eminent physician 
in James the Second’s reign, and 
had cured ‘a lunatic and a swal- 
lower of worsted and ather trash,”’ 
next came into general favor about 
1730: but the history of this 
quackery must be reserved} for 
another number. 


Il. 


PHENOMENA CONNECTED WITH RESPI- 
RATION, 


Tue force of a healthy chest’s 
action in blowing is equal to about 
one pound on the inch of its surface; 
that is to say, the chest can con- 
dense its contained air with that 
force, and can therefore blow 
through a tube the mouth of which 
is two feet under the surface of 
the water. In sucking or draw- 
ing in air, the power is nearly the 


same.—In both these actions, it 
is possible to use the cavity of 
the mouth separately from that 
of the chest; and the mouth being 
smaller, with stronger muscles 
about it in proportion to its size, 
it can act more strongly. Some 
men can suck with the mouth so 
as to make nearly a perfect va- 
cuum, or to lift water nearly 
thirty feet. In using the blow- 
pipe, an expert operator can keep 
up an uninterrupted blast by shut- 
ting the mouth behind while he 
inhales, and replenishing it as is 
required in the intervals. 

In coughing, the glottis, or top 
of the windpipe, by a curious 
sympathy of parts, is first closed 
for an instant, during which the 
chest is compressing and condens- 
ing its contained air, and on being 
then opened, a slight explosion, 
as it were, of the compressed air 
takes place, and blows out any 
irritating matter that may be in 
the air-passages; just as the burst 
from the chamber of an air-gun 
discharges its bullet.—This shut- 
ting of the glottis to allow the 
compression of the air, and its 
subsequent opening to allow the 
discharge, may occur at very mi- 
nute intervals, and many times 
for one fill of the chest, as is in- 
stanced in hooping cough.—The 
action of cough is often produced 
by irritation from a cause which 
cannot be removed by cough, as 
inflammation of the chest or tu- 
bercles ; or even by irritation in 
a distant part, as when children 
are teething, or when the stomach 
is overloaded. 

Sneezing is a phenomenon re- 
sembiing congh, only the chest 


empties itself with great violence 


at one throe, and chiefly through 
the nose, instead of through the 
mouth, as incoughing. The irri- 
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tation that produces sneezing is 
generally in the nose ; but as in 
the case of cough, sneezing may 
occur from distant sympathies ;— 
witness that from worms in the 
bowels. 

Laughing consists of quickly 
repeated expulsions of air from 
the chest, the voice being heard 
with them; but there is never 
complete closure of the entrance 
to the windpipe, as in coughing. 

Crying differs from laughing 


almost only in the circumstance 


of the intervals between the gusts 
of air being longer. Children 
laugh and cry in the same breath, 
and it is often difficult to mark 
the moment of change. 

Hiccough is the sudden stopping 
of a strong inspiration at its com- 
mencement. 

‘In straining to lift weights, or 
to make any powerful effort, the 
air is shut up in the lungs, that 
there may be steadiness and firm- 
ness of the person. At such a 
time, by the compression and con- 
densation of air around the heart 
and large bloodvessels, the blood 
is determined violently outwards 
from the chest, and often rises to 
the head, with force that pro- 
duces giddiness, or even apoplexy; 
—the eye will become suddenly 
bloodshot, from a small vessel 
giving way during straining ; and 
leech-bites will break out afresh. 
—The force of this pressure out- 
wards is measured, as already 
stated, by a column of about two 
feet of blood ; and this is there- 
fore the measure of the additional 
arterial and venous tension in the 
body generally. 

Suffocation is the name given 
to what happens when the supply 
of air to the lungs is in any way 
prevented. The blood, not then 
refreshed by the approach of the 


air, rises to the brain unfit for its 
purpose, and confusion of thought 
is immediately produced, soon 
followed by convulsion and death. 

When that happens from me- 
chanical obstruction at the narrow 
entrance of the windpipe, as in 
croup, by the tenacious films 
thrown off from the inflamed lin- 
ing of the air-passages, life may 
be saved by making a new en- 
trance for air through the wind- 
pipe lower down in the neck, and 
keeping it free by a little tube 
inserted, until the obstruction 
above be removed.—-Where 
children die with croup, it is fre- 
quently not from the violence of 
the constitutional disease, but 
from detached films thus acci- 
dentally sticking in the narrow 
entrance of the air-passage. 

In the cases of strangling and 
hanging, the tight binding of the 
rope or ligature crushes inwards 
the cartilaginous rings of the 
windpipe, and shuts the air-pas- 
sage. It may also cause apo- 
plexy, by arresting the passage 
of blood to and from the head ; 
and there may be dislocation of 
the cervical vertebre of the 
Spine. 

In drowning, communication 
with the atmosphere is cut off al- 
together by the supernatant wa- 
ter, and if the chest then expands, 
it can receive water only, instead 
of air. The nerves and muscles, 
however, at the entrance of the 
windpipe, being exceedingly irri- 
table, are excited by the contact 
of any unusual matter, and for a 
considerable time shut the pas- 
sage against the intruding liquid. 
It is partly on this account that, 
after immersion in water and ap- 
parent death, when the body is 
recovered within a moderate 
time, the life is often preserved. 
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HISTORY OF A CASE OF VERMINOUS 
DISEASE. 
By Bengamry S. Brown, M.D., of Logan 
County, Ohio. 

On Sunday evening, the 29th of 
March, 1829, I was called to see 
the infant son of Mr. I. C., aged 
about four years. I was inform- 
ed by the parents, that it had 
been suddenly attacked, a day or 
two previous, with severe griping 
pains of the bowels, resembling 
spasmodic colic ; that its agony 
Was very soon so great, that they 
apprehended it would go into fits; 
that they gave it a teaspoonful of 
spirit of turpentine, which afford- 
ed almost instantaneous relief ; 
that after a short time they ad- 
ministered a dose of castor oil, 
which produced a few motions 
from its bowels, and brought 
away a few worms (lumbricoides.) 
On examination, I found the ab- 
domen much tumefied and very 
tender on pressure : several hard 
lumps or knots could be distinctly 
felt in many parts, particularly 
along the course of the arch of 
the colon, and near the umbilicus; 
which regions especially were 
sore and painful on pressure. 
The pulse was about 60.in a mi- 
nute, quick, somewhat depressed, 
but regular. The tongue had 
rather a white, smooth, slimy 
appearance ; breath of a pecu- 
liar, disagreeable odor; the 
breathing was nearly natural; had 
no appetite since taking the oil, 
though I was told it had been 
very voracious for some months 
before, causing it to eat as much 
as was usual for two or three 
children of its age. The com- 
plexion was pale and sallow, with 
an anxious unmeaning expression 
of countenance : the lips appear- 


ed to be swelled, particularly the 
upper one. 

t being late in the evening, I 
gave a portion of calomel, about 
eight grains, combined with a 
carminative. On the morning of 
the 30th, no operation of the ca- 
lomel having taken place, I made 
a decoction of spigelia and senna, 
and directed them to give it at 
short intervals, so that he should 
take it all by the middle of the 
day, at which time, if it should 
not have operated freely, to give 
another portion of calomel, com- 
bined with jalap, and afterwards 
to give a small dose of castor oil, 


every two hours, till it did operate. | 


On Tuesday, 3lst, again visit- 
ed my patient. Had taken all 
the medicine, without its produc- 
ing any operation, Found him 
very restless and uneasy : the tu- 
mefaction of the abdomen was 
greater than before ; complained 
of much griping pain ; started and 
moaned in his sleep ; in short, all 
the symptoms were rather aggra- 
vated. I made use of a strong 
solution of sulphate of soda, ina 
decoction of senna, as an enema, 
throwing up between half a pint 
and a pint at a time; this was 
discharged in about half an hour 
after each administration, without 
producing any other evacuation 
than a few worms, with what 
was thrown up. I directed a 
small portion of calomel, scam- 
mony and jalap to be given three 
or four times in the day, combin- 
ed with a carmiuative, to prevent 
the griping, as well as its rejec- 
tion by vomiting: the enemata 
were to be continued at intervals 
of three or four hours, and warm 
emollient fomentations applied to 
the abdomen. 

Wednesday, April Ist.—No 
evacuation, and what was thrown 
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in by injection remained much 
longer than heretofore. The pa- 
tient was evidently worse ; was 
much debilitated, with great 
anxiety of countenance. The 
breathing was hurried and labo- 
rious ; pulse frequent, small and 
feeble ; tongue white, dry and 
sticky ; breath extremely fetid ; 
and the tumefaction and soreness 
of the abdomen much increased. 
I directed the enemata to be 
continued, with an addition of ten 
or twelve grains of tartarized an- 
timony, to each portion thrown 
up ; a powder composed of four 
grains of calomel, four of scam- 
mony, and five of jalap, to be giv- 
en every two hours until eight 
were taken ; then to give a small 
portion of castor oil at the same 
intervals, and, besides, to drink 
of a decoction of spigelia and sen- 
na, through the day. A large 
blister was laid over the front 
part of the abdomen, in order to 
allay, as much as possible, the 
irritation within, and to prevent 
the inflammation which, from the 
extreme soreness, I feared might 
take place. 

Thursday, April 2d.—Not much 
alteration since yesterday. The 
blister had drawn well, and he 
had been more composed, had 
slept quietly for several hours, 
as soon as the blister had drawn. 
The enemata had no better ef- 
fect than before. I directed the 
same course to be continued, the 
same number of the cathartic 
powders to be given, as yesterday, 
and the castor oil afterwards. In- 
creased the quantity of tartarized 
antimony in each injection to fif- 
teen or eighteen grains, and the 
patient to be put in the warm 
bath two or three times in the 
course of the day. 

Friday, 3d.—No alteration ex- 
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cept for the worse. The injec- 
tions, notwithstanding the increas- 
ed quantity of tartarized antimo- 
ny, had remained much longer 
than heretofore ; they would oc- 
casionally bring away a worm or 
tivo, without producing any other 
cathartic effect. The little pa- 
tient appeared to be fast sinking 
into the arms of death: a very 
feeble and frequent pulse ; list- 
lessness and insensibility ; great 
debility ; tongue moist, white and 
slimy ; considerably comatose ; 
distension of the abdomen about 
the same, but the svreness was 
less than before the blister was 
applied. Idirected a pretty free 
use of brandy or wine, mixed with 
water. Made a trial of the to- 
bacco injection; it was discharged 
immediately, without bringing 
away anything more than was 
thrown up. I began to despair 
of effecting anything by the use 
of injections, or indeed of strong 
cathartic medicines, as there had 
already been so much taken with- 
out producing any evacuation. I 
however directed the warm bath, 
and in consequence of his debility, 
I had it applied by means of a 
blanket wrung out of hot water ; 
the patient being stripped and 
wrapped in it, as warm as he 
could conveniently bear it. also 
advised a pretty free use of wine 
and water, and a small dose of 
castor oil, to be taken every two, 
three or four hours. 

Saturday, 4th.—I was much 
gratified, on visiting my patient, 
to find that the medicine had be- 
gun to operate. The first motion 
from its bowels brought away a 
convoluted knot or roll of worms, 
which consisted of seventy in num- 
ber, mixed with a large quantity 
of dark-colored, slimy, feculent 
matter, of a very disagreeable, 
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fetid odor. The medicine con- The whole amount of medicine 
tinued to operate throughout the which the patient took during the 
day, and indeed for several days. week, before it operated, was 
The stools were pretty much of about 100 grains of calomel, 75 
the same nature, and mixed with of scammony, 75 of jalap, and 2 
the same kind of worms, viz., pints of decoction of spigelia and 
lumbricoides, from four to eight or senna, besides a large quantity of 
nine inches inlength. They were oil and epsom salts, given by the 
nearly or quite all dead, and many mouth, and an incredible quantity 
of them pretty far advanced to- of senna, salts, and tartarized an- 
wards a state of putrefaction, in- timony.— Western Journal. 
dicating that they had been dead 
for several days. The number 
discharged was so great, as to in- lV. 
duce the parents to count them. ssieniveiiidt a: 
In the three first days, the num- 
ber discharged was about four Employment of Strychnia. 
hundred, and during the week, James JEvons, et. 10, came into 
five hundred and fifty-two, all of the Worcester Infirmary May 
the above size. 30th. Has partial paralysis of 
Almost as soon as the medicine the right side ; occasional head- 
operated, the child had a good ach; the pupil of the left eye 
appetite, which it was found ne- contracts very irregularly ; pain 
cessary rather to restrain than and tenderness in the hypogastri- 
encourage. It advanced rapidly um; intellect much impaired : 
in strength, and was ia a short memory very bad ; looks idiotic ; 
time restored to its former health tongue, when projected from the 
and spirits. mouth, is directed towards the 
On reflection upon the case, I paralytic side ; bowels costive ; 
am led to the conclusion, that a tongue clean; pulse 84, weak. 
principal reason of the obstinate About Christmas last had a fall 
constipation, was merely a me- from a cart, and received a se- 
chanical obstruction of the intes- vere wound over the left orbit, 
tines by the knots or rolls of from which time he has complain- 
worms which they contained ; for ed of occasional headach. Has 
as soon as the first large roll was had symptoms of hemiplegia for 
discharged (which was of itself five weeks: has been under sur- 
quite sufficient completely to ob- gical care, but obtained only tem- 
struct any part of the alimentary porary relief. 


canal), the cathartic effect of the 
medicine appeared to go on ver 

naturally. The indurations, which 
could be felt in the abdomen along 
the course of the colon, I have no 
doubt were of this nature, from 


Applic. hirud. xii, lateri capitis sinist. 
Sumt. Haust. Cathart. 3i. statim, 
et repet, post horas tres, si opus 
fuerit. 


June 2d.—Is much relieved by 


the circumstance of their fre- the application of the leeches. 
quently changing their positions, Head more free from pain; can 
and entirely disappearing imme- raise his arm with more ease ; 
diately on the operation of the walks better; pupil of the left 


cathartic medicine. 


eye contracts more regularly ; 
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tongue projected from the mouth 
in a straighter line ; can move it 
to the left side with ease, which 
he could not do before ; answers 
questions more regularly. 
3d.—Rept. Hirud. Cras ; pers- 
tet in usu haustus cath. omni mane. 
5th.—Is much better since the 
application of the leeches. 
7th.—Applic. Emp. Lyttz la- 
teri capitis sinist. postea. Ung. 
Antim. Tart. ibidem. 
9th.—-Can use his extremities 
with much more facility ; pupil 
of the left eye contracts more 
naturally. 
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14th.—Sumt. Mistur. Cathart. 


p. r. 


16th.—Opens the hand much 
easier; the extremities much 
less paralytic. 

19th.—Sumt. Strychniz, gr. 
1-6 ter in dies. 

24th.—Continues to improve. 


Rept. Emp. Lyttz Capiti. 


July ith.—Has continued to 
improve under the use of the 
strychnine. 


Augeatur Dosis Strychniz ad gr. 1-3 
ter die.—Midland Reporter. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 


EPIDEMIC IN OHIO. 


In the July No. of the Western Jour- 
nal is contained an account of a bi- 
lious remittent fever, which prevail- 
ed in and near Circleville, Ohio, 
from the middle of August, 1828, to 
the middle of October. The prin- 
cipal remote cause appeared to be 
the excavations made for the Ohio 
and Erie canal, near that town; and 
the laborers engaged on that work 
were the principal sufferers. The 
disease was not inclined to assume 
the intermittent type ; the remissions 
themselves were mostly of short 
duration. The treatment appears 
to have been sufficiently active. The 
patient, if seen within the first few 
days, was bled from one to three 
pints, Afier this the use of calomel 
was commenced, in doses of forty 
grains every eight hours, and conti- 
nued two or three days, until the 
bowels were freely evacuated. Two 
grain doses were then given every 
two hours, until salivation took place. 


This mode of treatment is described 
as uniformly successful. Death ne- 
ver occurred after ptyalism was es- 
tablished. When this effect had re- 
sulted from the use of the calomel, 
epispastics were applied to the fore- 
head and extremities. If applied 
earlier, they retarded or prevented 
the ptyalism ; but employed after the 
latter was established, they were 
found very useful in moderating its 
violence. The latter observation is 
confirmed in a note by the editor of 
the Journal. Blisters applied to the 
nape of the neck, were found by him 
very efficacious in arresting the in- 
flammation of the mouth and throat, 
caused by the use of calomel. This 
would seem to be a fact of consider- 
able interest. 


MESMERISM. 


Some new cases of the employment 
of this agent are related by Mr, Che- 
venix, in the August No. of the 
The per- 


Med. and Phys, Journal. 
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sons subjected to its influence were 
seven in number, all patients in a 
hospital. On the first, no visible ef- 
fect was produced. The second, af- 
ter being mesmerized a few minutes, 
fell into a sleep, from which he was 
waked with some difficulty. The 
third experienced some anomalous 
sensations of heat and cold from the 
application of a pencil case to his 
hand, and of weight and stiffness 
from a piece of paper placed on his 
sleeve; these sensations correspond- 
ing to the will of the mesmerizer, 
who had previously informed the at- 
tendants that he anticipated this cor- 
respondence. The fourth patient 
was put asleep in ten minutes, The 
fifth, a nervous woman, slept at the 
end of twenty minutes. The sixth 
required but three minutes to have 
this effect produced, and then re- 
mained motionless for half an hour. 
The seventh did not sleep, but closed 
his eyes, and found some difficulty 
in opening them.—These patients 
had various diseases, but no benefit 
is stated to have been derived from 
the treatment. 


We confess ourselves to have been 
unable to obtain, from the details of 
the above experiments, any very de- 
cisive notions with regard to the ef- 
ficacy of this new remedy. Setting 
aside the idea of collusion, to which 
the nature of the results seems par- 
ticularly to expose them, there are 
various circumstances which are cal- 
culated to diminish their apparent 
importance. That sleep should have 
occurred within two or three minutes 
from the commencement of the ex- 
periment, is not very easily explain- 
ed ; but its occurrence at the expira- 
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tion of twenty minutes is far from 
surprising. In fact, one of the pa- 
tients, when asked the reason of his 
sleeping, attributed it to the quiet- 
ness of the room, and the motion of 
the hands passing before his eyes. 
It is also remarked, that one of the 
number who made an effort to keep 
awake, succeeded without any diffi- 
culty. It is not easy to set limits to 
the operation of sympathy. We 
doubt whether any one can read 
Mr. C.’s experiments, amusing as 
they certainly are, without an irre- 
sistible inclination to yawn ; we cer- 
tainly experienced this ourselves; 
nor did we feel obliged to have re- 
course to mesmerism for an explana- 
tion of the phenomenon. 


The singular sensations produced 
in some of the patients by the mere 
volition of the mesmerist, though cu- 
rious, are still not inexplicable. It 
does not appear, nor do we see how 
it could have been the case, that Mr. 
C. privately communicated to those 
present each particular volition, be- 
fore he produced the corresponding 
sensation, The degree of conformi- 
ty between the two could be known 
only to himself, and with the best 
intention he might be deceived on 
this point, so that whatever was the 
sensation expressed, it might appear 
to him, whether truly or not, to be 
the very one he had desired. How 
these varying sensations were pro- 
duced by the same article repeated- 
ly applied, we cannot say; but a 
touch of a substance which neither 
felt hot nor cold in reality, might, 
unless this were honestly acknow- 
ledged, as it appears to have been in 
some instances, naturally produce 
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somewhat vacillating opinions in re- 
gard to its temperature. A similar 
effort to feel something, where no- 
thing was to be felt, might have pro- 
duced the heavy sensation of the arm 
on which the paper was placed, and 
the difficulty of rising from the seat 
which had been occupied but three 
minutes. That this was the true ex- 
planation we will not assert; but the 
experiments have too much the air 
of juggling, not to inspire a suspicion 
that the operator wished to deceive 
others, or grossly imposed on himself. 


In the London Med. and Phys. 
Journal for September, a 4th article 
on the phenomena of this new agent 
is published by Dr Chevenix. His 
success, on the whole, does not ap- 
pear to have increased, ‘Two female 
patients were mesmerized at St. 
George’s Hospital, London, but with- 
out any perceptible effect. The 
next subjects were two girls, aged 
nineteen and sixteen, who had both 
been epileptic from childhood. One 


of them was repeatedly operated on 


at Dr. C.’s house, and always with 
the effect of inducing sleep in from 
three to five minutes. To show that 
the sleep was not feigned, Dr. C. 
separated the eyelids, and displayed 
to the bystanders the appearances of 
the pupils, which corresponded to 
those usually observed in natural 
slumber. An epileptic boy was 
mesmerized, and an effect approach- 
ing to sleep produced in seven mi- 
nutes. Some other experiments 
were performed at Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, in presence of Mr, Earle. 
One was on an epileptic young man, 
whose fits were severe and frequent. 
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No effect was produced. A woman 
affected with vesical disease was sub- 
mitted to its influence. She felt, at 
the end of five minutes, a fluttering 
in her inside, which feeling was first 
removed, and then renewed at the 
will of the operator. The next pa- 
tient was a woman afflicted with iri- 
tis, for which she had been bled 
largely, and had undergone a mer- 
curial course. At the end of three 
minutes she had an attack resembling 
hysteria, from which she was reco- 
vered by the regular process of de- 
mesmerizing. ‘The operation on this 
patient was repeated the following 
day, with more vivlent effects. 

The remaining case related by 
our author, and which we have re- 
served to the last as being the most 
remarkable, was that of a patient at 
the Dublin Huspital of Incurables. 
Six patients had been tried at this 
establishment without any effect, 
when a woman presented herself who 
for two years had not been able to 
walk without the aid of a crutch, 
After being mesmerized for thirty 
minutes, she expressed her belief 
that she could walk, and actually 
did so, to the no small astonishment 
of the bystanders. The cause of 
her previous inability is not precise- 
ly stated. 

An apparent omission, both in the 
present article, and in those which 
Mr. Chevenix has before presented 
to the public, is, that they contain no 
precise information as to the exter- 
nal movements practised by the mes- 
merist, or what may be called the 
tactics of the science. So far as 
can be ascertained, however, these 
are very simple, and consist in little 
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more than the slow motion of the 
operator’s hands before the patient. 
It is not in this, however, that the 
virtue of mesmerism is supposed to 
consist, The effects produced are 
considered as resulting from an ac- 
tual correspondence between the 
mental processes of the mesmerist, 
and the physical changes produced 
in the patient; in other words, an 
effect is produced on the disease by 
the volition of the operator. Extra- 
vagant as this idea appears, it is ex- 
pressed in terms in some of the 
above cases, and strongly intimated 
in others ; and this mode of explain- 
ing the phenomena is certainly more 
creditable to the science, than to at- 
tribute them to the ridiculous mum- 
mery with which its votaries, like 
the conjurors of times past,condescend 
to attract the admiration of the vulgar. 


As we have given our opinion of 
mesmerism in a former paper, it is 
not necessary to repeat it here at 
length. Inu reviewing these new 
cases, it appears that in a very small 
proportion only was any effect pre- 
tended to be produced. In these, 
with two exceptions, one consequence 
invariably followed,—namely, sleep, 
after a greater or less length of time. 
The probable explanation of this, 
supposing it to have been real, we 
have suggested in our former re- 
marks; but it appears that in one 
case, at least, the spectators express- 
ed a belief that the sleep was a feign- 
ed one. The occurrence of hysteria 
in a nervous female, who probably 
supposed herself to be acted on by 
some mysterious and powerful agent, 
is not much to be wondered at; in- 
deed it is more surprising that it did 
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not oftener happen. In France, we 
are told convulsions were among 
the most frequent phenomena 3 and 
it argues somewhat for the sang-froid 
of the English patients, that their 
imaginations were so little wrought 
upon by the solemnity of the scene. 
There are probably none, howe.er, 
more likely to go through an experi- 
ment on their own persons with 
tranquillity, than the denizens of the 
incurable ward of a hospital. To 
obtain such a certificate of exemp- 
tion, it is generally necessary to have 
seen some service. With regard to 
the lady who so suddenly regained 
the use of her nether extremities, 
the account would be more satisfac- 
tory if the precise nature of her case 
was related. We are told that it 
was a case of vomiting caused by an 
injury, and that she could, with her 
crutch, just walk from her bed to the 
fireside in her own ward. Whether 
the lameness proceeded from the pa- 
ralysis, contraction, or loss of the 
limb, does not appear ; but if a cure 
was actually effected, it must have 
been in consequence of her unusual 
faith in the remedy, and must be 
classed with the wonders of acu- 
puncturation, and of other mysteries 
which have preceded this in its march 
to oblivion. Should we hear from 
Mr. Chevenix again, we shall keep 
our readers informed of his progress, 


TETANUS CURED BY CALOMEL. 
WE notice, in the London Med, and 
Phys. Journal, a case of traumatic 
tetanus treated successfully with 
Subm, Hyd. The amount given is 
not mentioned, but it was continued 
at intervals for four days, when the 
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mouth became sore; and from this 
time the case did well. The medi- 
cine given was combined with Opi- 
am and Ant, Tart., but the quantity 
of these was inconsiderable. Cold 
.affusion was tried on the third day, 
‘but without benefit. 


NEW OPERATION FOR ANEURISM. 
‘Ir appears by accounts published in 
the journals, that six cases of aneu- 
rism have been treated on the prin- 
-ciple recommended by Mr. Wardrop, 
of making the ligature beyond the 
seat of the disease. In two of these, 
‘Mr. W. himself tied the carotid be- 
yond an aneurism; in a third, Mr. 
Lambert ; and in a fourth, Dr, Bush, 
of New York, performed the same 
operation. Mr. Wardrop also tied 
the subclavian for aneurism of the 
innominata; and a Mr. Evans, of 
Derbyshire, treated a disease of the 
same vessel by ligature of the caro- 
tid. Mr. Wardrop’s second patient, 
and the subject of Mr. Lambert’s 
operation, both died; the other four 
are stated to have recovered. The 
rationale of the operation is suffi- 
ciently simple, Its object, in com- 
‘mon with that of the usual practice, 
‘is to arrest the circulation in the ar- 
tery, and to render impervious that 
‘portion of the vessel comprehended 
‘between the ligature and the nearest 
‘branch sent off between it and the 
heart. Of course, the new operation 
as only applicable to those cases in 
which the ligature can be made be- 
yond the tumor, so as to have no 
branches given off from the inter- 
If any branch exist 
in this situation, the circulation will 
still flow into it through the tumor, 
and the end of the operation be de- 
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feated. According to this view, 
there are but few arteries which are 
favorable to the operation,—those, 
e. g., which, like the carotid, are for 
a great extent free from branches. 
Indeed, its advocates seem to con- 
cede that this mode of operating is 
not to be preferred to the other, but 
only to be resorted to in cases when 
that is rendered impracticable by the 
situation of the tumor, 


HUMAN COMBUSTION. 


In a Memoir presented to the Aca- 
demy of Sciences at Paris, M. Julia 
de Fontanelle has furnished an ac- 
count of fifteen cases of spontaneous 
human combustion, the occurrence 
of which seems to be supported by 
respectable testimony. He consi- 
ders this combustion to depend ona 
very advanced and putrid degenera- 
tion of the system, which suddenly 
produces very combustible sub- 
stances, at the expense of the mus- 
cular fibre, &c. This degeneration 
is considered as presenting a perfect 
analogy with vegetable putrid fer- 
mentation and putrefaction. The 
putrefaction of vegetables is known 
to occasion the development of so 
much heat as sometimes to cause 
their inflammation. 

That human combustion does not 
depend on the combination with at- 
mospheric oxygen, appears probable 
for three reasons :—1. There is not 
sufficient heat evolved. 2. There is 
not the production of a charcoal re- 
quiring a high heat for its incineration. 
3. There are no ammoniacal pro- 
ducts. The effects, therefore, ap- 
pear to depend on a new arrange- 
ment of the elements existing in the 
body itself. 
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PANACEAS, 


In our first pages will be found some 
account of the earlier nostrums by 
which the credulity of the vulgar has 
been imposed on, A series of num- 
bers on the history of Panaceas and 
Nostrums is publishing in an Eng- 
lish periodical, and as we have 
availed ourselves of extracts from 
the first paper, so we propose to of- 
fer our readers such parts of the suc- 
ceeding ones as are deemed interest- 
ing to the profession. Perhaps no 
country on the face of the globe so 
abounds with impositions of this de- 
scription, as our own. But take up 
any newspaper which may chance 
to be before you, reader, and count 
the different nostrums there adver- 
tised, and you may form some idea 
of the amount offered for sale in the 
whole country. A history of those Ame- 
rican Panaceas and Nostrums which 
have, since the existence of the repub- 
lic, risen into notice and been discard- 
ed, would be a subject, if not too 
copious, on which the pen of some 
member of the profession might be 
well employed. 

The great number of such medi- 
cines, which have had their day in 
this country, is in one view cre- 
ditable to the people. If they have 
been at all times quick to embrace 
any new remedy for a disease which 
it pretends, by specious certificates, 
to have invariably cured, it must be 
attributed to a weakness more or 
less common to all men of whatever 
age or nation. But the most intelli- 


gent will sounest find out the impo- 


sition, and thus will the succession 
be most rapid where there is least 
ignorance, and most discrimination 
and judgment. 


The great evils, however, imme- 
diately induced by quack meiicines, 
have fallen with a proportional weight 
on the people of these S.ates, These 
evils are, an unnecessary and waste- 
ful expenditure of money, and of 
health, and, we may also add, of life. 
The physical suffering produced by 
this class of medicines is well known 
to most practitioners, for few, if any, 
have not been often called to repair 
the ravages they have produced on 
the human constitution..-The amount 
of money thus foolishly lavished is 
immense. In this Commonwealth 
alone, the sums paid for quack medi- 
cines, in a single year, form a total 
of astonishing magnitude. 

We can adduce but few facts on 
this topic, to be sure, for they are, 
in their nature, difficult to get at. 
We can say, however, that a Station- 
er,of whom we are in the habit of 
purchasing our paper, pays his rent, 
of about 700 dollars per annum, by 
the net profits he gets on the sale of 
a single nostrum, and that an article 
of comparatively little note, and sold 
in small ounce phials, What then 
is the amount which must be paid 
for this nostrum, in order to afford 
such net profits to a single agent! 
What is the probable amount paid 
for this same medicine, to regular 
Apothecaries and professed dealers 
in such articles over the whole city, 
and throughout the Commonwealth ! 
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If this little phial of drops draws 
forth from the purses of the people 
such enormous sums, what must be 
the amount paid for other, larger, 
and more noted nostrums; and what 
the sum total annually expended for 
all the numerous articles of this de- 
scription, with the advertisements of 
which our newspapers are crowded ! 


CHIRAYITA HERB, 


Letter to the Editors of the Gazette 
of Health on the Virtues of this 
Medicine. 


‘GenTLEMEN,—It has long been a 
matter of surprise to me that the 
herb Chirayita, which has been 
held, from time immemorial, in great 
estimation by the natives of Bengal 
and the European residents, espe- 
cially the medical officers, as a pow- 
erful deobstruent and stomachic me- 
dicine, should not have been intro- 
duced into the practice of this coun- 
try, especially as the variety of indi- 
gestion for which it is considered a 
specific (accompanied with, and pro- 
bably dependent on, indolent or 
overloaded state of the liver) is as 
prevalent in this country as in the 
East Indies. It is said the effects of 
the chirayita are not, like stomach- 
ics in general use, confined to the 
stomach, but extended to the abdo- 
minal viscera, particularly the liver, 
which it deterges, or, as Dr, Currie 
observes, “emulges the hepatic 
ducts ;” and this I believe to bea 
fact, for | have uniformly observed 
the feces, during its use, to be well 
charged with bile, and the complex- 
ion to become clear, Although not 
aperient, it evidently prevents an 
accumulation of faces io the lower 
portion of the intestinal canal, which 
Dr. Reece, in his late “ Treatise on 
the Management of Disorders of the 
Stomach and Bowels by Medicine 
and Diet,” justly observes, is a com- 
mon cause of various affections of 
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the lungs, head and stomach, and at 
the same time promotes digestion, 
The medicinal virtues of this herb 
are imparted to boiling water, and 
the infusion is a very grateful bitter ; 
but the natives prefer the decoction, 
made by gently boiling half an ounce 
of the cut dried herb in a pint of 
water for about fifieen or twenty 
minutes, Of this decoction they 
take a small wineglassful two or 
three times a day. The extract, 
which also contains the virtue of the 
herb in great perfection, is taken in 
form of pills. It is likewise admi- 
nistered by the Indian practitioners 
in cases of pulmonary consumption 
and scrofula. Of its efficacy in the 
former malady, I cannot speak from 
experience ; but on the latter mala- 
dy, I have frequently witnessed its 
salutary effects. The experienced 
and scientific physician, Dr, Fleming, 
late of Bengal, speaks highly of the 
chirayita asa tonic medicine. Dr. 
James Johnson, in his work on tro- 
pical diseases, also gives it a high 
character; and Mr, Addison, the 
author of a Treatise on the Malvern 
Water, says, that from the very be- 
neficial effects it had on himself, it 
is a valuable addition to the class of 
stomachic medicines, 

I am, Sirs, your very obedient 

servant, Baker. 


Laurel Water in Epilepsy, by 
Dr. young girl, twenty- 
two years of age, had been epileptic 
for six years. The attacks frequently 
returned twice in one day ; they were 
of short duration, and in the intervals 
the patient had spasms in her arms, 
and moved her fingers in a convulsive 
manner, She had been for eighteen 
months bedridden, unconscious of 
her state and actions, eating and 
drinking anything offered, but asking 
for nothing, and passing her stools 
involuntarily. A variety of means 
were tried without effect, and all of 
them, but particularly large bleed- 
ings, appeared to be hurtful. M. 
Maller was called, and found the 
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patient in this state. She had al- 
ways been regular in menstruating, 
and had never had any but the ordi- 
nary diseases of infancy, and never 
any chronic eruptions of the skin, 
nor worms, The tongue was soft 
and moist, belly pliant, respiration 
natural, Not being able to find any 
cause for this disease, M. M. thought 
of employing laurel water, from which 
he had often derived great advan- 
tages in nervous affections similar to 
this, He prescribed it in the dose 
of twenty drops daily. Afier the 
consumption of an ounce, the con- 
vulsive movements of the limbs had 
completely ceased; and after the 
admiuistration of three ounces more 
(augmenting each dose to two drops, 
till the dose was eighty drops), the 
attacks of epilepsy never returned. 
The patient having recovered her 
sensibility, left her bed, and executed 
spontaneously every function. The 
treatment was concluded by an infu- 
sion of Valerian, with the addition 
of Tra, Canellz and Liquor Ammo- 
niz 3; and, after using for some time 
some preparations of iron, she quite 
recovered her health_— Rev, Med. 


Vegetable Rouge and Pink Sau- 
cers.—These articles are prepared 
from the florets of the Carthamus 
tinctorius, which in the dried state 
are kept by druggists under the name 
of safflower, in the following man- 
ner :—Wash safflower till no stain is 
given to the water, and then dry it. 
Of this take half an ounce; infuse it 
a short time in a pint of water, in 
which a drachm of the subcarbonate 
of soda has been previously dissolv- 
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ed; strain off the liquid, to which 
add an ounce of finely levigated 
French chalk, The alkali will hold 
the coloring matter of the safflower 
in solution, and the chalk will remain 
colorless; but by adding a little tar- 
taric or citric acid, the alkali will be 
neutralized, and the red_ coloring 
matter, which is not soluble iu sim- 
ple water, being set at liberty, will 
fall to the bottom, combined with 
the chalk. Thus a beautiful pig- 
ment is produced, which may be 
dried and further levigated for 
spreading on saucers; or, ground 
with a drop or two of olive oil, will 
form the Spanish or vegetable rouge. 
Liquid pink dye is a similar prepa- 
ration, with a portion of spirit of wine, 


Black Writing Ink.—Most of the 
directions for making ink which we 
have seen, direct that vinegar should 
enter into its composition, It is well 
known, however, that any preparation 
of sulphate of iron and galls, when 
mixed with an acid, must, in process of 
time, become more or less of a pale 
red.—The following recipe, which we 
had personally from a celebrated che- 
mist, is not subject to this objection, 
and from long experience of its excel- 
lence, we recommend it with confi- 
deuce to our readers :— 

R. Aq. Dist. bull. lbj. adde grad. 

Acacie Gum. pulv. @ iss. 
Hematox. rasa, 

Galle pulv. 

Sulph. Ferri. aa Zi. M. 

This compound should be left ex- 
posed to the air, and frequently stir- 
red, about three days, when it will be 
fit for use. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, ENDING OCTOBER 16, 


x 2 


Date. |Sex.|Age. | Disease. Date. |Sex.jAge. | Disease. 

O. 9. |M. |48 yrs drowned M. |21 mojdropsy on the brain 
10. | F. |unknown 12. | F. |19 yrs|measles 
F. colic F.|16 |typhous fever 
M. |13 mo lung fever 13. | F. |2 1-2 |lung fever : 
11. |M.|12 teething 14. |M.| 2 {measles 
M. |51 yrs|intemperance F. |18 mo|inflammation on the brain 
F.|27 |unknown M. |35 yrs|typhous fever 
M.| 8 _ |abscess on the brain 15. |M. do. 
M. |45 M. 1-2 do. 
M. |37 {liver complaint | 16. | F. 20 |}consumption 
F.|58 !dropsy F. 140 {dropsy 
Males, 12—females, 10. Total, 22. 
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NATOMICO-SURGICAL DRAW- 
INGS, and Descriptions of all the 
‘Surgical Operations, according to the 
most approved methods. By L. J. Von 
BrERKowskyY. ‘Translated from the Ger- 
man. In two volumes, and 570 drawings 
on 58 folio plates. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE PROSPECTUS. 

** Encouraged by the approbation of 
the Medical Profession, it is proposed to 
publish a work under the present title.” 

“ This work contains 570 drawings, on 
58 plates folio; to which is annexed, in 
two volumes 8vo. a concise explanation 
of each surgical operation. The plates 
exhibit not only the parts interested in 
operations, in their natural position and 
size, but, what is much more important, 
represent the different acts or stages of the 
whole operation, while others exhibit de- 
lineations of such morbid affections as 
‘consist in the change of the natural posi- 
tion, structure, color, &c. In order to 
‘afford the work at a moderate price, the 
plates will be Lithographic ; and for the 
purpose of securing perfect accuracy, en- 
gagements have been entered into for their 
preparation in Berlin, under the especial 
direction of two of the most distinguished 
Professors of the University of tnat city.” 

A specimen of the translation, and the 

lates, is deposited for inspection at the 
kstore of CARTER & HENDEE, who 
receive subscriptions for the work. 

Subscribers will be furnished with the 
work, and the first impressions of the 
plates, at the price of $ 30. 

The subscription list will be open until 
the Ist of Nuvember, 1829, after which 
period the price of the work will be raised 
to $ 40 


P.S. For the accommodation of sub- 
scribers the work will be issued infive 
Numbers, at $6 each, payable on deli- 
very. Sept. 29. 18202N 1D. 


LEECHES, CHIRAYITA HERB, 


&c, 

BENEZER WIGHT, 46 Milk Street, 
has made such arrangements as will 
enable him to be constantly supplied 
with the genuine Medicinal Leech. He 
has now on hand some of very large size, 

and in prime order, 
Just received, by late arrivals, a few 
pounds of Chirayita Herb,—Concentrated 
Compound? Decoction of Sarsaparilla,— 
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Laurel Water,—Silver Wire Tooth Brush- 
es, from the manufactory of James Prout, 
of London. 

Also, from the manufactory of Shep- 
herd, of London, the following varicty of 
Medicated Lozenges, viz. :—Coltsfoot— 
Rhubarb—Soda—Tolu—Heartburn—Pa- 
regoric—Magnesia—Steel—Camomile-— 
Nitre—Cay enne—Opium—Fruit--Ginger 
—-Anniseed—-I pecacuanha—-Lemon-— 
Rose—Peppermint and Sulphur. 

*.* Strict personal attention paid to 
Physicians’ prescriptions, and family me- 
dicines. Oct. 6. eop. 


ARTER & HENDEE have just pub- 

lished,—The Constitution of Man, 

considered in Relation to External Ob- 
jects. By GrorcE ComBE. 


From the Preface to the American edition. 


*“ Mr. Combe’s work should be placed 
with those, of which so many within a 
few years have appeared, which are de- 
voted to the all-absorbing topic of Educa- 
tion. It treats of moral, intellectual, and 
physical education. This is not formally 
done under so many distinct heads. But 
the whole course of reasoning of the au- 
thor, and the whole array of all his illus- 
trations, have it always obviously in view 
to show how the highest cultivation of each 
of these may be most surely brought about. 

**The publishers have printed this edi- 
tion from a belief that there is much in 
the work to interest the community. 

“It hasa novelty to reward the general 
inquirer, and it presents the well known 
under novel aspects. There is one class 
amongst us who may study it with much 
advantage. Scholars are referred to, a 
class here too small to form a distinct or- 
der with habits of their own, and who in- 
sensibly fall into those which, although 
not mischievous, to the multitude on the 
score of health, too often make il] health 
the portion of the sedentary student, and 
bring upon him premature decay.—To all 
classes it is recommended, and the vari- 
ous learning and acuteness of the author 
well fit him to write a book which ad- 
dresses its instructions to the whole com- 
munity.” Sept. 8. 


MEMOIR OF DR. HOLYOKE. 
UST published, and for sale by CAR- 
TER & HENDEE,—A Memoir of 
Epwarp A. Hotyoxe, M.D. LL.D., pre- 
pared in compliance with a vote of the 
Essex South District Medical Society. 


Published weekly, by Joun Corton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
not paid within the year. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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